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Hegemony and Cultural Construction: On Classic Spanish and Portuguese Literature

CHEN Zhong-yi

(Institute of Foreign Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China )

Abstract: The cultural communication between China and the west has a long history. But in general, when discussing about the

relations, the historians often concentrate on religious and political economics areas or at most the areas of technology, arts and

architecture, and neglect the relatively invisible literature. However, literature plays an important role in cultural renaissance,

and the western countries have deep understanding of the role, as is shown in the communication that some of the oldest colonial

countries like Spain and Portugal made with China.

Keywords: marine literature; Spain; Portugal
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